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Sclerodactyly, CREST syndrome, proximal scleroderma SIR, In their interesting paper Furst et al. define CREST as patients with sclerodactyly and PSS as those with 'proximal scleroderma'.
It is surprising that the authors found differences in the internal organs of the two subsets only in the case of lung involvement. It is reasonably well known that patients with limited skin sclerosis (so-called CREST syndrome) have a less severe prognosis compared with patients with 'diffuse scleroderma'. One possible explanation of this unexpected finding could be that the PSS subset with proximal scleroderma constitutes too broad a group of patients, including also cases in whom skin sclerosis is confined to a few areas of the skin (face, neck). Such cases could be closer to sclerodactyly than to diffuse scleroderma.
Furthermore, the clinical findings in 
